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Preface 


The Weekly Coal Production (WCP) report provides 
weekly estimates of U.S. coal production by State. 

Preliminary coal production data are published 
quarterly, based on production data collected using 
Form EIA-6, "Coal Distribution Report." Based on 
1988 through 1991 data, the coal production estima- 
tion error for a quarter at the national level (i.e., the 
difference between the sum of the weekly estimates 
for a quarter and the quarterly EIA-6 preliminary 
data) ranges from 1 percent to 4 percent for 1988, 
1 percent to 2 percent for 1989, 0.3 percent to 3 
percent for 1990, and 0.2 percent to 2 percent for 
1991. 


Final coal production data are published annually, 
based on the EIA-7A coal production survey. Based 
on 1988 through 1990 data, the revision error for a 
quarter at the national level (i.e., the difference 
between the EIA-6 preliminary data and the EIA-7A 
final data) ranges from 0.02 percent to 0.08 percent 
for 1988, 0.09 percent to 0.14 percent for 1989, and 


0.01 percent to 0.05 percent for 1990. Usually the 
EIA-7A coal production data are higher than the 
EIA-6 coal production data, due to the differences in 
the threshold reporting requirements. 

This publication is prepared by the Survey Manage- 
ment Division; Office of Coal, Nuclear, Electric and 
Alternate Fuels; Energy Information Administration 
(EIA) to fulfill its data collection and dissemination 
responsibilities as specified in the Federal Energy 
Administration Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-275) as amended. 
Weekly Coal Production is intended for use by industry, 
press, State and local governments, and consumers. 
Other publications that may be of interest are the 
quarterly Coal Distribution, the Quarterly Coal Report, 
Coal Production 1990, and Coal Data: A Reference, 

This publication was prepared by Wayne M. Watson 
under the direction of Mary K. Pauli, Team Leader, 
Coal Data Systems, and Noel C. Balthasar, Chief, Coal 
and Uranium Data Systems Branch. Questions on 
energy statistics should be directed to the National Energy 
Information Center (NEIC) at 202/586-8800. 


Distribution Category UC-950 
Released for printing June 12, 1992 

Tliis report was prepared by the Energy Information Administration, the independent statistical and analytical 
agency within the Department of Energy. The information contained herein should not be construed as 

advocating or reflecting any policy of the Department of Energy or any other organization. 
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Summary 


U.S. coal production in the week ended June 6, 1992, 
as estimated by the Energy Information Administra- 
tion, totaled 19 million short tons. This was 10 
percent higher than in the previous week, which 
included the Memorial Day holiday, and about the 


same as in the comparable week in 1991. Production 
east of the Mississippi River totaled 11 million short 
tons, and production west of the Mississippi River 
totaled 7 million short tons. 
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Table 1. Weekly U.S. Coal Production Overview 


Production and Carloadings 

Week Ended 



52 Weeks Ended 

06/06/92 

05/30/92 

06/08/91 

06/06/92 

06/08/91 

Percent 

Change 

Production (Thousand Short Tons) 







Bituminous Coal' and Lignite . . 

. 18,709 

16,957 

18,690 

978,420 

999,932 

-2.2 

Pennsylvania Anthracite 

50 

43 

54 

3,018 

3,205 

-5.8 

U.S. Total 

. 18,758 

17,001 

18,744 

981,438 

1,003,137 

-2.2 

Railroad Cars Loaded 

. 124,090 

112,094 

126,184 

6,446,457 

6,529,813 

-1.3 


^Includes subbituminous coal. 

Not 0 s: All data are preliminary. Totals may not equal sum of components because of independent rounding. 
Sources: Association of American Railroads, Transportation Division, Weekly Statement CS-54A; Energy Information 
Administration, Form EIA-6, Coal Distribution Report", Form EIA-7A, "Coal Production Report"; and State mining agency 
coal production reports. 


Energy Information Adniintstration/ Weekly Coal Production 


1 



Table 2. Weekly Coal Production by Region and State 

(Thousand Short Tons) 


Week Ended 

Region and State 

06/06/92 

05/30/92 

06/08/91 

Bituminous Coal’ and Lignite 




East of the Mississippi 

11,475 

9,885 

11,544 

Alabama 

603 

514 

587 

Illinois 

1,054 

951 

1,089 

Indiana 

531 

492 

585 

Kentucky 

3,086 

2,606 

3,099 

Kentucky, Eastern 

2,281 

1,920 

2,239 

Kentucky, Western 

805 

686 

860 

Maryland 

73 

60 

72 

Ohio 

564 

492 

616 

Pennsylvania Bituminous 

1,200 

1,053 

1,169 

Tennessee 

93 

80 

91 

Virginia 

854 

740 

899 

West Virginia 

3,417 

2,897 

3,336 

West of the Mississippi 

7,234 

7,072 

7,146 

Alaska 

31 

28 

30 

Arizona 

228 

206 

257 

Arkansas 

1 

1 

2 

Colorado 

332 

275 

365 

Iowa 

7 

6 

6 

Kansas 

8 

7 

10 

Louisiana 

72 

88 

46 

Missouri 

42 

38 

37 

Montana 

678 

703 

638 

New Mexico 

395 

327 

493 

North Dakota 

513 

532 

472 

Oklahoma 

48 

52 

32 

Texas 

952 

861 

989 

Utah 

388 

329 

448 

Washington 

98 

88 

86 

Wyoming 

3,443 

3,530 

3,234 

Bituminous Coai' and Lignite Totai . . 

18,709 

16,957 

18,690 

Pennsylvania Anthracite 

50 

43 

54 

U.S. Total 

18,758 

17,001 

18,744 


’Includes subbituminous coal. 

Notes: All data are preliminary. Totals may not equal sum of components because of Independent rounding. 
Sources: Association of American Railroads, Transportation Division, Weekly Statement CS-54A; Energy Information 
Administration, Form EIA-6, "Coal Distribution Report"; Form EIA-7A, "Coal Production Report"; and State mining agency 
coal production reports. 
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This publication and other Energy Information Administration (EIA) publications 
may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office. 

All telephone orders should be directed to: 

U.S. Government Printing Office 
Farragut Bookstore 
1510 H Street N.W. 

Washington, DC 20005 

(202) 653-5075 

FAX (202) 376-5055 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m., eastern time, M-F 

Superintendent of Documents 
U.S. Government Printing Office 
Washington, DC 20402 
(202) 783-3238 
FAX (202)512-2233 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., eastern time, M-F 


All mail orders should be directed to: 

U.S. Government Printing Office 
c/o Mellon Bank 
P.O. Box 371954 
Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954 


Complimentary subscriptions and single issues are available to certain grou- 
subscribers, such as public and academic libraries. Federal, State, local, and f 
governments, and the media. For further information, a’^'^ m 

on energy statistics, please contact EIA's National E 
Address, telephone numbers, and hours are as foil' 

National Energy Information Center, EI-231 
Energy Information Administration 
Forrestal Building, Room lF-048 
Washington, DC 20585 
(202)586-8800 

Telecommunications Device for the 
Hearing Impaired Only: (202) 586-1181 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., eastern time, M-F 


Methodology 
Weekly Data 

Estimates of national weekly coal production are 
based on weekly carload data collected by the 
Association of American Railroads (AAR) from its 
members (Class I Railroads) and certain other 
railroads. EIA calculates the average number of tons 
per carload for each railroad's coal car fleet from 
information obtained from the most recent Quarterly 
Freight Commodity Statistics filed by Class I Railroads 
with the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) and 
from data made available by individual railroads. The 
average number of tons per carload is then multiplied 
by the number of cars loaded to obtain an estimate of 
weekly production shipped by AAR railroads. 

Next, the weekly coal production estimate for a 
specific week is obtained by dividing the AAR rail 
tonnage for the week by a factor representing the 
proportion of quarterly AAR rail shipments to total 
quarterly coal production. Because this is done on a 
weekly basis, and prior to completion of current 
quarterly statistics, the factor is derived using ICC 
data on tons per carload and total carloadings and 
from EIA data on total production for the same 
quarter of the previous year. Figures for the same 
quarter of the year are used in order to reflect 
seasonal variation. In some cases, the ratio of rail 
tonnage to total production is adjusted to take 
additional, more current information into 
consideration, such as rail or coal strikes. 

Once the U.S. weekly coal production estimate is 
determined, this total is split into two subtotals - the 
portion representing States, with little or no rail coal 
shinments, and the portion representing the remaining 
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Estimates for the remaining States are in aggregate 
equal to the U.S. weekly coal production minus the 
estimated production from the nonrail States. 
Estimates for "rail States" are based on the AAR 
carload data compiled by State of origin, including 
separate estimates for the anthracite and bituminous 
coal regions in Peimsylvania, eastern and western 
Kentucky and northern and southern West Virginia. 

Each railroad is contacted at least annually for 
information concerning the distribution (by state of 
origin) of its railroad carloadings of coal. These 
distribution percentages are multiplied by the 
railroad's weekly loadings and ICC derived tonnage 
per carload figures to derive the weekly tonnages 
loaded by State and by railroad. The tonnages 
loaded by the various railroads are then summed by 
each State to estimate total production shipped by 
AAR rail for that State. These tonnages are divided 
by the most recent ratio of annual AAR rail tonnage 
to total annual production for each State. The 
resulting weekly coal production estimates for the rail 
States are then adjusted to ensure that each State's 
production figure contributes proportionately to the 
weekly coal production estimate previously derived in 
aggregate for the rail States. 

Monthly Data 

Preliminary estimates of monthly coal production by 
State are obtained by summing weekly coal 
production estimates published in the Weekly Coal 
Production report. If a week extends into a new 
month, the production is allocated by day, and the 
days are added to the month in which they occur. For 
weeks without holidays, the allocation is Monday 
through Friday, 18.4 percent each day; Saturday, 8 
percent; and Sunday, 0 percent. For weeks with a 
holiday occurring on a day other than Sunday, the 
allocation is Sunday and the holiday, 0 percent; and 
any other day, 20 percent. 

Preliminary weekly and monthly production estimates 
are revised quarterly when quarterly production data, 
become available. Preliminary weekly and monthly 
estimates are proportionately adjusted to conform to 
the quarterly production figure. 



Quarterly Data 

Estimates of quarterly coal production are based on 
data collected quarterly on Form EIA-6, with certain 
adjustments. Ihe national estimate of quarterly coal 
production is set equal to the quarterly U.S. coal 
production total as reported on the Form EIA-6. 
Based on 1988 through 1991 data, the coal production 
estimation error for a quarter at the national level (i.e., 
the difference between the sum of the weekly 
estimates for a quarter and the quarterly EIA-6 
preliminary data) ranges from 1 percent to 4 percent 
for 1988, 1 percent to 2 percent for 1989, 0.3 percent to 
3 percent for 1990, and 0.2 percent to 2 percent for 
1991. 

The quarterly production data, although published 
throughout the year, are considered preliminary until 
EIA annual production data are finalized in September 
of the following year. At that time quarterly 
production data are revised (proportionately adjusted) 
to conform to the final annual production figures. 


When production data for the fourth quarter of the 
year become available from Form EIA-6 in March of 
the following year, the preliminary fourth-quarter U.S. 
total production figure and corresponding State-level 
figures may or may not be revised, depending on the 
size of the difference between the estimates and 
fourth-quarter data. As a general practice, EIA does 
not revise the initial annual production estimates 
(determined initially in January of the following year). 
Weekly, monthly, and quarterly State and national 
production data are adjusted to conform to finalized 
annual production figures derived from Form EIA-7A, 
in September of the following year. 

Based on 1988 through 1990 data, the revision error 
for a quarter at the national level (i.e., the difference 
between the EIA-6 preliminary data and the EIA-7A 
final data) ranges from 0.02 percent to 0.08 percent for 
1988, 0.09 percent to 0.14 percent for 1989, and 0.01 
percent to 0.05 percent for 1990. Usually the EIA-7A 
coal production data are higher than the EIA-6 coal 
production data, due to differences in the threshold 
reporting requirements. 


Finalizing Annual Production 

Preliminary total annual U.S. coal production, as 
reported in the Weekly Coal Production report in the 
first week in January of the following year, is the sum 
of revised monthly/ quarterly estimates of production 
for the first 9 months (first three quarters) and a 
preliminary estimate of fourth quarter production 
derived from weekly estimates. 



